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Family Cancer Service

The Family Cancer Service has been set up in the Northern Sydney Health Area to offer individuals with a strong family history of cancer access to information about the possibility of this being explained by an inherited cancer susceptibility. The clinic provides access to genetic testing, and advice about appropriate cancer screening and cancer risk reduction strategies.  Genetic testing for familial adenomatous polyposis, hereditary non-polyposis colorectal cancer and hereditary breast and ovarian cancer, and other rarer cancer susceptibilities are available to patients attending the clinic where appropriate.

Genetic testing of one affected family member may allow predictive genetic testing of other at risk individuals.  This testing can be used to target cancer surveillance or other surgical treatments to those individuals identified as being at high risk. The patient is offered careful counselling prior to having testing, so that they can understand the implications of this information for the healthcare of themselves and other family members.

The clinic is run through the public hospital system. There is no direct cost to the patient for the consultation or the genetic testing. Clinics will be held in a new clinical space (Clinic 21) behind radiation oncology on the Royal North Shore Campus on Wednesday and Thursday mornings.
Who to refer?

General practitioners, physicians or surgeons may refer their patients to the service.  The type of families often referred to the service, include families with three or more individuals with a specific type of cancer - often breast/ovarian or bowel cancer families - individuals with multiple cancers, or cancers diagnosed at an unusually young age.   Families with a heightened level of anxiety about the possibility of their cancer following an inherited pattern in the absence of a very strong family history, may also be referred for further assessment.

How to contact our service?

The Associate Genetic Counsellor, Carol Sorensen, is arranging bookings to the clinic. She can be contacted on 9926 6502.
Written referrals can also be sent to 

Dr Susan Shanley
Royal North Shore Hospital

Level 2, Vindin House

St Leonards, NSW 2065

We can then contact families to offer them an appointment.
_1127154660

